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MAR x iy, 9. 
* He chat hath ears to hear let him hear.” 


HE SE words were ſpoken by our Saviour 

with particular emphaſis, after he had ended 
the parable of the ſower, and becauſe of his ſpeak - 
ing thus the diſciples prayed with him when he was 
alone to unfold and explain what the parable 
meant, as well as that manner of ſpeaking, He 
that hath ears to hear let him hear, for hitherto 
they were unacquainted with both. Our Saviour 
then told them, that he muſt uſe ſimilitudes, ac- 
cording to the prophecy, and ſpeak in parables to 
ſuch as were without, or unconverted, and nat 
brought into the fold; but bleſſes their 2 be= 
cauſe, he ſaith, they ſee, and their ears for they 
hear; and meekly vouchſafed to open the whole be- 
' fore them, and to teach them, that although a man 
may have outward eyes, yet as long as he is not 
enlightened from above, he is blind and does nat 


ſee,. and though he have cars, and is not taught of 


the Father in his heart, he does not hear; therefore 
he ſaid, He that hath ears to hear let him hear.“ 
He whoſe ears my F * hath opened to the goſpel 
oo 2 or 
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ef falvation, who is awakened, and wants to uns. 
derſtand the myſteries of the kingdom, let him hear; 
to him is this meſſage, to him are ſent the words of 

this ſalvation. . | 3 
Perhaps it would not be amiſs for me to ſpeak a 
little more of this matter, and give ſome reaſons 
why our Lord Chriſt in the days of his fleſh choſe 
to ſpeak in ſimilitudes, and to deliver his doctrine in 
parables; and why, after his reſurrection the apoſtles 
did quite otherwiſe, and ſpoke ſo plainly the goſpel, 
without uſing the Jewiſh figures or ſhadows, or the 

dark ſpeeches or parables; -- - - © ag 
The reaſons may be reduced to theſe two; Firſt, 
| becauſe (till the death of Chriſt, who was the true 
Lamb, and that offering which was ſo long looked 
for to take away the iniquity of the land in one 
day) the Moſaical or Jewiſh diſpenſation did not 
ceaſe; and as the whole of that diſpenſation” was 
a fort of parable, a ſhadow of good things to 
come, and not the very ſubſtance, and as the pro- 
B had uſed ſimilitudes, and God had ſpoke to 

them very commonly in that way, which ev 

one may ſee who reads the ſcripture; ſo Jeſus, 
the Head of all their goodly company, continued 
to ſpeak in the ſame way, till the veil ſhould be 
rent in twain in his fleſh, and a way be opened 
- Thereby into tbe holy of holies by his blood. 
Hence it is that our Saviour ſeemed to ſpeak plainly 
of his kingdom and ſal vation ſo ſeldom, and then 

only to his children and diſciples, as it is written, 
% Toe you it is given to know the myſteries of the 
kingdom, but to others it is not given,“ Matt, xiii. 
T1. This went fo far, that ir ſhould have ſeemed 
as if he only preached” to the elect of Iſrael, and 
ſpoke therefore in ſuch a manner as if none ſhould 
underſtand him but thoſe whom his Father 9 
15 | 3 im 
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him and enlightened, This appears more likely 
when we find our Saviour ſo charge his diſciples, 
not to go to the Gentiles, nor enter the villages 
even of the Samaritans, though they were of the 
family of Abraham. This made ſo many expreſ- 
fions of our Saviour ſeem as if he only had regard 
to ſuch as the Father had given him before all 
worlds, and endeayour, as it were, to hide the 
u from the reſt; and on a too haſty conclu- 

on of this ſort many have been raſn, and main- 
tained very hot and lamentable diſputes about 
election, of which, no doubt, they will one day 
be aſhamed, having not underſtood the myftery of 
God; how he ſecretly propoſed not only to raiſe up 
the tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore the preſerved 
of Iſrael, but to give our Saviour for a light to 
the Gentiles, -and his ſalvation to the ends of the 
earth, Iſa. xlix. 6. However, ſo much mult be 
allowed, that our Saviour's diſcourſe at Nazareth, 
his charge to his diſciples, his ſaying, No man 
cometh to me except my Father draw him,” as well 
as his laſt prayer in the xviith of St. John's goſpel, 
prove his peculiar care of thoſe who came to him 
out. of Iſrael; but then he adds, When I am 
lifted up, then I will draw all men after me: I can 


5 quicken whom I will;“ and accordingly we fee 


bow he commands the ſame diſciples, whom he hac 
before forbid to go to the Samaritans or Gentiles, 
now to preach the goſpel to every creature, and 
' promiſes, I will ſtand by you, I will be witk you 
to the end of the world. But, as I ſaid before, till 
by his death he had made the world his own again, 
he ſpake in parables. after the Jewiſh manner, and 
left it over to his Father to give ears to hear and a 
heart to underſtand, and pronounces thoſe bleſſed 
Who did hear and underſtand him. 
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The other reaſon for his doing this, was, that 
whoever would underſtand him might come and afk 
him privately ; and hereby we may learn, that what- 
ever appears dark to us in the ſcripture, or hidden, 
or like a parable, in the doctrine of our Saviour, 
will always remain ſo, unle(s he by his Holy Spirit 
Clear it to us; he muſt anoint our eyes with his 
eye: ſalve, if we would ſee; he muſt touch our ears, 
and ſay Ephatha, i. e. be opened, if we would hear 
and live. May his parable have that effect upon 
us, that we may daily enquire of him the true mean- 

ing, and ſo be taught of God and be wiſe in his 
fight, that he may ſay to us, Blefled are your 
eyes for they ſee, and your ears for they hear,” 
what kings and rightecus men and prophets have 
defired to fee and have not ſeen; even the days of 
the Son of Man and his falvation clearly that you 
fee, and what they wiſhed to hear of the plain and 
pure goſpel of his free grace and redemption, but 
did not hear, that ye hear, Nor may any helpful to 
us, or what concerns our eternal happineſs, be 
ſealed up or hid from us; rather may we have ears 
to hear, and a heart to underſtand, that we may be 
converted and be ſaved, and eſcape every evil in 
time and eternity! | on 
I come now to ſpeak of the parable itſelf, with 
the meaning of it, as our Saviour has been pleaſed 
to explain it to his diſciples. 
He faith, © A ſower went out to ſow his ſeed, 
and fome fell by the way-ſide,” that is, upon the 
road, upon the path whereon people go, and which 
js hard and unbroken, and this was partly trodden 
down and deſtroyed by ſuch as went that wav, and 
the reſt the fowls of the air, that in ſuch caſes fit 
watching upon the neighbouring trees and hedges, 
devoured as ſoon as the ſower was gone, A ſecond 
— 4 5 | a 8 parcel 
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arcel of feed fell upon ſtony ground, or as St. 
2 deſcribes it, upon a Sk: where it had not 
much deepneſs of earth, nor. moiſture; and this, 
though it ſprung up, when the ſun aroſe and ſhone 
hot upon it, becauſe it had no depth for its root, 
nor moiſture, withered away. A third part fell 
among thorns, that is, in the hedges and among 
the weeds and briars; and this either rotted and 
came to nothing, or elſe what ſprung up was ſoon. 
choaked with the thorns that came up with it, that 
it bore no fruit, The fourth part fel] upon the 
good ground, namely, upon the land tilled and 
ploughed for that purpoſe ; here no traveller's feet. 
trod it down, it was ſoon harrowed in by the huf- 
handman, fo that the fowls could not devour it; 
the hardneſs and ſtony nature was removed, the 
ground manured and made good, ſo that it could. 
take deep root downward and bear fruit upward, 
aud not eaſily be blown up with high winds, nor. 
ſcorched up with the ſun; there was no thorns nor 
weeds to choke it, but it brought forth ſome 
thirty, ſome ſix ty, and ſome an hundred fold.“ 85 
I reverence always and adore our Saviour, when- 
ever I read or hear his parables; for though he was 
the God of wiſdom, and knew all the ſciences and 
arts from everlaſting, yet in his preaching a pea- 
ſant can vtderBand and comprehend as well as the 
moſt learned philoſopher. When he would liken 
the kingdom of God, or compare it to earthly. 
things, his likeneſles are plain and eaſy, ſuited to 
the meaneſt capacity; and though the learned and 
underſtanding part of mankind have formerly done 
it, and may yet dare to deſpiſe his manner of preach» 
ing, his parables, and mean compariſons, yet ſhall 
It appear the wiſdom of God, in that day, when he 
ſhall new. how he has choſen the weak things, , 
| | and 
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and baſe, and things that are deſpiſed, to bring to 
nought the pride of man and the haughtineſs of the 
world, and. reveal to babes and fooliſh what is hid 
even from the wife and prudent,” T7 
How many of you that hear me have read this 
ſcripture, as well as others of the like nature, and 
thought no farther about it? How have you had 
ears, but would not hear what the Lord would 
hereby. fay to you ? Now [| pray you to give atten- 
tion, and O may God fo open the ears Of all your 
hearts that you may henceforth hear and live! | 
Tbe fower is properly the Son of Man; he is the 
chief Miniſter, the firſt and principal Labourer and 
Hufbandman in all God's vineyard ; but in ſome 
reſpects every miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt is a ſower, 
and ſo ſtrews the good ſeed dut of the treaſure of his 
heart, in all places whereſoever he comes. 
„ The feed is the word of God,” which Jeſus 
himſelf firſt gave and preached in the world, and 
with which now his miniſters are commiſſioned, 
who are fowers of the feed of eternal Iifſe. 
The ground is the heart,” whereon the ſeed is 
e | of h 
„ Thoſe who receive the ſeed by the way ſide,” 
are the careleſs and light-minded, who hear the 
goſpel, and are as unconcerned as if they heard ſome 
idle tale: Their ears are open to every merry 
ſtory, to all curioygaccounts, to every fooliſh ſong, 
but deaf to the words of the Saviour, “ as the deaf 
adder, which refufeth to hear the voice of the 
charmer, charm he never ſo wiſely.“ Theſe are. 
_they whoſe hearts were never broken, or concerned 
about eternal life, and leaſt the preaching of 
the pofpel, the love of Chriſt, or the promiſes in 
bis word ſhould have any effect upon them, the 
devils watch, like the fowls of the air, leſt if in 
9 e reading 
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reading the ſcripture; or undet ſome diſcourſe, they 


ſhould appear at all affected, to ſteal away the very 
remembrance of it, and get perhaps ſome pleaſant 


company to divert or laugh away their devout © 


- thoughts; ſome play, or dreſs, or romance muſt 
amuſe them; ſome diverſion or pleaſure muſt raiſe 
their ſpitits, or drinking or feaſting overcharge their 
hearts, and drown all the leaſt ſtirrings of grace, and 
fo the preacher ſows and preaches in vain, and they 

receive it by the way fide in vain. O think to your» 

ſelves, Am not I the man? Have not I ſo heard and 


received the ſeed all my life time? And has not the 
devil always found means to make all the goſpel to 
me nothing, and blinded and hardened my heart to 
all the loving intreaties of the Lamb of God, and 


hid, as it were, his blood and goſpel from me? O 
pray our Saviour to drive away the fowls, and com- 


mand the neſt of every unclean and hateful bird to 


keep off, that you may once hear in faith the words 
of God, and be ſaved, | 24: 535 oh 

But no doubt there are many here who will not 
reckon themſelves among this fort: Fou perhaps 
have had a reſpe& for the Bible, have been educated 
religiouſly, and gone ftrialy to church or meeting, 
done a great deal of good, &c. and after all may 
have been of that ſort who receive the ſeed upon a 
rock, and upon ſtony ground. Thoſe that fall under 
this blame are ſuch as hear the word with joy; they 
may be ſo affected that they may think never man 
ſpake like this Man ;” they may go and call others, 
be very, induſtrious-to bring many to hear the goſpel, 
and would not miſs the hearing the word of God 
upon any account. They are ſuch as frequent all 


religious places and company, read all pious books, 


receive the ſacrament, and be diligent in many good 
works, but have ſtill a W of adamant, a heart _ 
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 thenether mill. tone: They have never known what 
it was to melt before the blood and dying of Jeſus, 


nor to he like wax before the fire of his burnt-offer- 


ing. Our Saviour faith, the word in ſuch ſprings 
up directly, but when the ſun is up, in a time of 
heat, they wither away, becauſe they, have no depth, 
nor moiſture; by this he means, they have no root 
in themſelves, they have no inward experience of 
the love of God, nor have any more than a ſuperficial 
Joy, a flame like the fooliſh virgins' lamps, that ſoon 
goes out for lack of oil, and when affliction, or 
temptation, or perſecution ariſes, becauſe of the 
word, by and by they are offended; They like the 
doctrine of Chriſt, and ſeem to begin well, but by 
and by one of their old companions mocks them, or 
their maſters, benefactors, and parents threaten them, 
3 of faſhion are aſhamed of them, and ten thou- 
land things war with them on account of their being 
diſpoſed for eternal life, and ſo they by little and lit- 
2tle, are offended; and ſince their hearts have never 
been ſoftened and made tender by the blood and ſuf- 
ferings of Chriſt, at laſt all their good deſires languiſh 
and wither, and in a ſhort time they are again in the 
world as deceived as ever. O hear this, my dear bre - 
e, ee call an aſſize in your own breaſt, judge 
ourſelves in this weighty matter, and aſk your own 
heart Am 1 not one of theſe ? People who are here- 
y meant are in many dangers; firſt, from a hard 
heart; ſecondly, from being aſhamed of our Saviour; 
And, thirdly, from a fear of man. 92 EIN 
By a hard heart 1 mean what is deſcribed in Eze- 
Kiel, as a heart of ſtone. A man may be ſound in all 
the doctrines of the ſcripture in his head; be may 
have been very ſtrict in what men call duty; he may 
have a glorious. name in the world, and be looked 
upon as half a ſaint, be a great diſputant for reli- 
gion, and after all have a heart like a flint - ſtone, 
| | and 
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| and like a rock, ſo that all the preaching of the.crols, 


all the love of our Saviour, has to this day had no 
effect upon it: They have hitherto Pacheg up a 
religion of their own making, and are really „ 
truly dead as a ſtone to the merits of Jeſus Chriſf. 


quite cold to his loving heart, and without the 1 


inward acquaintance with him. Should you feel, 

and think, this is my caſe, ſo it is with my hearty 

then behold there is a remedy, | 
4 In Jeſu's blood a healing pow'r doth agel, 
Enough to melt the hardeſt heart in hell? PR 


He only is the good huſbandman, and can turn 
the wilderneſs into the garden of God, the flint» 
Kone into a ſpringing well. He only knows how” 
to melt and ſoften the moſt ſtupid and hardened”. 


ſtate, and turn the heart of ſtone into a heart of 


fleſh. Turn ye to him, and learn what Job ſaith, 
6 Tt is God that maketh my heart ſoft;“ of the 
ſpouſe in Solomon's ſong, ** My ſoul melted while 
my Beloved ſpake,“ Cant. v. 6. He that ſpake to 
the rock in the wilderneſs, when the waters guſhed, 
out, he alone can make you right, diffolve the ice 
and coldneſs in your hearts, and make the rocks. 
flow at his preſence.” Be your hearts never ſo 
ſtupid, hard, and ſtubborn, be your hearts ever ſo 
cold or frozen, one drop of the blood he ſhed will, 
make it happy and tender, and kindle ſuch a flame 
of divine love there, as many wagers cannot 
vench, nor the floods drown.” Come ye then, 
come ye. to theſe waters, and you 'ſhall be eternally, 
ſaved, and out of all danger on this? account, 12 
But there is yet another danger, and chat is, 
being aſhamed of Chriſt and his goſpel. This 


has | far with "ome Poor people, they could not 
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follow Jeſus out of the camp bearing his reproach, 
but rather than be mocked, or laughed at, or 
counted a fool, they have by and by been ſeduced 
from following. the Lamb. Our Gavibur bas ſaid 
. poſitively, ** Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me and 
of my words in this adulterous and finful genera- 
tion, of him ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed when 
he comes with his Father's glory, and with the holy 
angels.“ | 25 35 8 N 

You know how far it went with Peter jn this 
reſpect ; he had continued ſeveral years a cloſe diſ- 
Ciple and follower of our Saviour, till that night 
when Jeſus: was arraigned, and then he was really 
aſhamed, and was got warming himſelf by the fire. 
He had no buſineſs either in the place or in the 
company, and this became the ſad occaſiun of his 
fall; for when a filly maid made her game, and 
called him a diſciple of Chriſt, he denied it, and at 
laſt ſwore he did not know him. How far it would 
have gone with him 1 do not know, if Jeſus had not 
turned and looked upon him, and then he went 
out and wept bitterly ;”” nor did he ever reſt til 
Jeſus roſe from the dead and pardoned him, 5 

As long as the dodrines and goſpel of our 
Saviour paſs unmoleſted in the worls, in a town, or 
country, it is eaſy to go among his people; but when 
it becomes ſcandalous, when men raiſe ten thouiand 
lies and flanders upon jt and its profeſſors, when 
none but fools, low-lifed people, and mad per ſons 
are ſaid to be its abettors, then many are offended, 
and they are really aſhamed of their Lord Chriſt, 
But metbinks I hear ſome ſay, O noz God forbid 
that I ſhould be aſhamed of Chriſt. I hope. one 


may go to heaven without making oneſelf ridiculous, 
without all this to do. I am not aſhamed of the 
word of God, but only I have no mind to — 4 


E 


fool. Sure if f keep to my place of worſhip, and do 


my duty in a creditable way, I ſhall be accepted. 


Whoever you are that fo reaſon, take care; I am 
afraid if the carpenter's Son was now in the fleſh 
among us, and went about with a few poor fiſher- 


men and women, you would deſpiſe his meanneſs ; 


ſhould you hear his plain fimple diſcourſes, which 


all men derided, you would be aſhamed, and walk 


no more with him. If you are upright, then do 


not care if heaven and earth laugh you to 'fcorn ;; 


be content to be lighted, abuſed, ſcorned, and count. 


it an honour to ſuffer ſhame for his name ſake. 
Stay a little while and you will ſee who will have 
reaſon to be aſhamed; not the fouls who have fol- 


lowed the Lamb, who have put on his righteouſneſs, 


and obtained of him the Spirit of adoption, theſe ' 2 


ſhall not be aſhamed ; but thoſe ſhall be aſhamed 


LO 


who have not his white raiment, who were once 


too. wiſe, too prudent, too proud to be his diſ- 


ciples. The Lord grant you may eſcape this dan- 


ger, that ye may be worthy-to ſtand before the Son 


of man. ; 


There is yet another danger which thoſe people 
are in, and that is, when perſecution ariſeth becauſe 


of the word, Some deſpiſe the ſhame, and in 4 
philoſophical ſpirit diſregard it, but when the per- 


ſecution comes, when the parents will diſown the 


children, the maſter turn away his ſervants, the 


trader refuſe to buy or ſell with you, when three. : 
tenings, ill words, blows, difinheriting, and dan» 


ger of loſing a good deal comes, thoſe who before 


withſtood other oppoſition, now yield, and ſatan 
gains his point, The bleſſed awakening ceaſes, the 


love of the word of God is ſtifled, and the foul © + 
turns to the world, and chuſes its portion in this 


what 


life. Would to God ſuch people would think f 2 


L 4. 1 | 
ac what advantage would it be to them to Grin all 
the world and loſe, their own ſouls?” Or how 
couldithey bear to hear: our Saviour ſay to them in 
that day, Ye loved the world, your riches, your 
company. better than me,“ or de put in iind, 
& Remember, when a little ſtorm aroſe on my ac- 
cqunt ye forſook me and fled.” May this alſo not 
happen to us! May this, O God, be far from us 
all! But here, before I conelude this part of my 
diſcouſe, let me afk, Why is it that ſouls can be 
ſwayed by ſuch things? How is it a perſ;n who is 
- diſpoſed to be ſaved can be turned out of the way 
and be offended ? It is really becadfe their hearts 
were never made tender by the blood of Jeſus, they 
wanted. a thorough awakening there. Had t fY 
ever once {een how God PE witt | 
.own blood, bow he valucd and loved them, even fo 
a8 to die for them; had his love ever neel.cd their 
hearts. or had they any depth of love to him and 
his merits ;. had they ever feſt deeply bis ſword, like 
a plough-thear, break up the fallow ground, and 
pierce into the bottom ot their corrupt and ſpoiled 
natute, fo that they were deeply ſenſible of their 
want, their great need of our Saviour's wounds 
and fufferings to, make them whole, they would 
not, they could not have been turned-fiom him by 
any means; all ſhame and oppoſiticn, all loſſes 
aud threatenings would be welcome to them, and 
the ſword, and fire, and priſon, or whatever hel] or 
wicked men could deviſe, would be very little, ſo 
they might but get or win Jeſus Chritt, O pray 
ye, that our compaſſionate Saviour may break the 
rock of your hearts in pieces, and give you a new. 
beart and a new ſpirit, and ſave you from receiving | 
* REV: the ſeed. weren * ound. | 

| __ * Thoſe 
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the anſwer of the King, when the ſetvants returned 
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* Thoſe that receive the ſeed among thorns,” out 


Saviour ſays, * are ſuch as hear the word, but the 


deceitfulneſs of riches, the cares of this world, and 
pleaſures of this life, mingle with it and choke it, 


ſo that it bears no fruit, but is loſt,” 


How many are there in the world who eafily 
perceive how dangerous a careleſs and giddy ming 
is; how bad a condition 'their's is alſo, where the 
heart is like a rock, and where ſhame and perſecution 
have. ſo great ſway and influence, but never dream 


of their own cares, pleaſures, or love of money; 


whereas, dear me! theſe are in equal danger with 
them. 3 33 


I will ſpeak firſt to you, ye over and above care- 


ful people; you who can riſe early and late to get 


the common bread, and provide treaſure upon 
earth; ye cumbeied Marthas, who are alwa 
buſy and induſtrious, but forget ** the one thing 


needful, the good part which ſhall not be taken 


away.” 6A on | 11 8 : 23 

To , what purpoſe are ye ſo full of cares and 
thoughts? Why do you eat the bread of carefalneſs, 
and neglect the true Bread that eame down from 


heaven, and that raiment which ſhould make you 


6 o 


marriage of the Lamb? 1 
Le know the perſons who made their exe aſes for 
not coming to the ſupper of the King's Son, were 
of your fort; one had bought oven and mult 
proye them, another had purchaſed land any muſt 
ſee it, another was engaged in his farm, "another 
buſy in his trade and merchandiſe, and yet another 
was married, had a wife and children to provide 
for, and ſo prayed to be excuſed,” but hear only 


all glorious within, clean and white, ready for the 


and 


" 1.58 | 
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and told him, he faid, ** Not one of them ſhall taſte 
of my ſupper.” Let me adviſe you a little: Hence- 
forth be indufirions and diligent, but only do not 
forget that you are ſervants, and not maſters. Look 
upon all you have as if it was not yours, but your 
Maſter Chriſt'ss Let loſſes or diſappointments 
happen, place it to his account, and take you 
thought about the living Bread, that is, Chriſt's 
fleſh, and the living water, that is, his blood, 
Make it ſure to you that you have a part in theſe, 
and that Jeſus has prepared a place in his Father's 
houſe, and you ſhall be happy. Ye who have been 
Mke Martha, be now like Mary, and fit down at 
Jeſus's feet, and “ hearken and learn of him, and 
you ſhall find reſt to your buſy and careful fouls,” 
t is not your having a family to provide for, a 
farm, a trade, your being a dealer, a maſter or a 
ſervant, a huſband or wife, a child or parent, that 
Can hinder you to be ſaved, if your heart be but 
right. But as the garden brings up weeds, as it 
were, of itſelf, which would choke what is ſown 
therein, if it be not kept weeded, fo are our hearts; 
there is fin enough to render all the good ſeed fown 
there in vain, unleſs Jeſus's eyes of fire try our 
hearts, and burn up all the uſeleſs and worldly 
cares, and thoſe fins which elſe choke his word and 
make it unftuitſul. 3 . 92 0 

Iwill ſpeak alſo to you whogare cheated with the 
deceitfulneſs of riches, who perhaps never once in 
your life thought there was any danger in being 
rich, but have wiſhed for it with all your hearts, 
Our Saviour has wiſely called it the deceitfulneſs 
of riches, becauſe ſuch it really is, and no other. 
The poor cheat themſelves in hoping to become 
rich, and thoſe who have this world deceive them- 
ſelves, and imagine themſelves wealthy, and having 
V | much, 


A 
much, and have not yet got the leaſt ſpark of the 
love of God ſhed abroad in their hearts. They do 
not know that they have any part in the kingdom of 
Sad, or in the gold tried in the fire, which is the 
righteouſneſs and merits of Chriſt ſeſus. O ſuch, 
with all they have, are poor and miſerable. What 
did all the rich man's barns full of corn and 
plenty, and his bags and cheſts of gold do him, when 
God called him, Thou fool, this night ſhall th. 
foul be required of thee ?”' Or of what uſe was it 
Belſhazar that he could feaſt with all his nobles, and 
eat and drink out of bowls of ſilver and gold, when 
the ſame night a hand-writing upon the wall tells 
him, His kingdom is given away from him, and 
he is weighed in the balances and found wanting?“ 
Or of what comfort was it to Dives, that juſt betore 
he had bzen cloathed in ſcarlet, and purple, and 
fine linen, and fared ſumptuouſly or delieately every 
day, and now muſt lift up his eyes in the torment 
of hell, and want a drop of water to cool his tongue: 
They were deceived with the deceitfulneſs of riches, 
and forgot how hard it was for a rich man to enter 
the kingdom of God. But whoever among you 
have hicherto been miſtaken, hear me a little: Are 
you poor now ?. then learn to be content, and ſeek 
the kingdom of God and his righteouſneis, and you 
Mall be rich. Mind it not, though here you may 
be a veſſel of diſhonour, like Lazarus, only let out 
dear Saviour be your ſure portion; lay up treaſure. 
in heaven, get your part aſcertained in his merits and 
atonement, and indeed you ſhall be rich, you ſhall 
have a kingdom that cannot be removed, and be 
yourſel ves upon the throne of God, kings and prieſts 
to the Lamb for ever. Are you rich Have yon 
much of this world ? then be faithful ſtewards, and 
eaſt your bread upon the 8 you may find 
106 | a 8 : 1 it 
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it again? and let it be your chief, your only ſtudy, 
to — your intereſt in Chriſt, — lay hold on 
eternal life. Do not look upon yourſelves as bet- 
ter than others, nor value a poſi: ſſion which in one 
hour may leave you deſtitute as a beggar: be rich 
in faith, in love, and good works, in all other 
reſpects be poor, and as one that needs the precious 
blood of the Lamb, and his ſalvation and pardon 
daily and hourly; ſo lie at his gate, like Lazarus, 
ſull of ſores, and deſire to be ted with the crumbs 
which fall ſrom his table; and reſolve to continue 
a poor deſpiſed diſeiple of your deſpiſed Maſter, and 
come follow him, and you ſhall be rich, “you ſhall 
have treaſure in heaven, raiment and jewels which 
no moth or. ruſt can corrupt, and gold which no 
- hief can break through and ſteal ;” and when you 
muſt go hence; and be no more ſeen, though you 
can carry nothing with you of all your goods or 
temporal bleffings, you ſhall be received by the 
King of kings and Lord of lords“ into the New 
Jeruſalem, and go no more out. O may our mer- 
eiful Lord and Saviour, in this fenſe, make us rich 
for his name's ſake! _ „„ 
5 1 muſt yet ſpeak to one ſort of peo le more, whoſe 
hearts have received the word of God among thorns; 
and theſe are thoſe who are led away with'the plea- 
ſures of this liſe. 1 fear many who hear me are of 
this poor deceived number. Many live ten, twenty, 
thirty years in the world, and perhaps their whole 
life, and never knem that what they call their 
innocent mirth, lawful recreations, and harmleſs 
pleaſures, have been the very thorns which have 
choaked the word. But let me reaſon with you 
alſo à little, for elſe: I ſhould be inexcufable. I 
know what the pleaſures of this life are; they are 
what St. Paul calls the pleaſures of fin for a ſea- 
| | ws | 5 | fon,” 


And this deforms and ſullies all his gaiety 
ſinery. In vain another runs to the play-houſe, or 


1 


fon,” and fuch as Moſes left in the count of: Pharach 
for Chriſt's ſake. They are like” Job's friends} 
miſerable: comforters indeed. In vain: does one 
dreſs when his poor foul is naked; and aſhamed ber 
fore God; in vain he decks his body, when his 
ſpirit is without the righteouſneſs, of faith, and the 
beauty and comelineſs which our Saviour puts on a 
ſoul, when he waſhes it and adorns it for the eternal 
bride- chamber; however he may amuſe himſelf thus 
2 little, his naked eſtate and vile heart muſt ſomes 


times appe pear: before him, and make him 'tremblin; 
think, Who knows but this painted and decorat 
wretch ere long be ſummoned into eternity ? 


and 


— ſome. place of diverſion and paſtime z a guilty 
mind and conſcience muſt ſometimes ſpeak, and turn 
all their beſt ſweets to gall and wormwood. In vaia 
a third keeps company, ànd with unlaw ful and wane 
ton looks, airs, and words, ſtirs up the luſtful fre; 


it hall be like a vulture at the heart. A dread un- 


ſpeakable ſucceeds cloſe at the heels of fuch delights, 
a horror like the ſhadow of death, and ſecret — 
and ſtings plague the breaſt where fuch fires burn, 
and all are like the book John eat, however fweet 
it is in the mouth, in the belly ſhall it be very bit= 
ter. In vaio a-fourth feaſts, and drinks new wine 
and ſtrong drink, or ſings away his days, or with 
riding, walking, hunting, or play, thinks to make 

himſelf — "the wiſeſt of all men tried all theſe 
things, and got all the dalights of the ſons of men, 
and at laſt contfelled,: what we all know to be trut, 
In the midſt of laughter the heart is ſorrowful, 

and the end of that mirth is heavineſs; and a wiſer 
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that laugh now, for they ſhall mourn and weep.” 
But why is it that ſouls are ſo bewitched and allured? 
Why are the greateſt part of mankind ſo deceived ? 
The old ſerpent that deceives all- them that dwell on 
the earth has perſuaded them, that elſe they ſhall 
always be. mopes, and melancholy in the world; 
nor have they underſtood that the ways of wiſduom 
are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths peace 
Ye fooliſh people, if ye did but know how really 
fine, and like a bride prepared for the bridegroom, 
a'ſoul'is' who has put on the Lord Jeſus, ye would 
flight heartily all other finery for evermore. Come 
and be embraced one moment by the Friend of ſin- 
ners, and receive his pardon, and nothing would 
ſo affect you ſor ever, nothing ſo pleaſe you as the 
tragedy of the Son of David, his tears and heavineſs 
ſhould always keep you chearful, and his bitterneſs 
of ſou], when he felt the ſting of death, would be 
your hourly happineſs and jop. 
Te wanton and luſtful men aud women come ye 
to Gethſemane, and ſee thoſe cold drops of ſweat 
which fell down to the ground like blood from the 
holy One, this ſhall root out, and extinguiſh, and 
, Walſh away for ever all the impure flames which 
| Have fo racked your mind, and expoſed you to the 
moſt horrible drgad on this ſide eternity Our da- 
viour pitics you, and is ready to ſave you from all 
Four tins. There is no Juſt, no unholy and wild 
Are, no cuiſed inbred lechery, and whoriſh and un- 
clean thought or wiſh which his blood and death- 
ſweat cannot utterby aboliſn and drown. If you 
knew in what ſafety they dwell, with what peace 
they go forward, and how calm and undiſturbed they 
are who are faved and made chaſte, and 'wallicd 
white in the fountain opened tor ſin and unclean- 
-neſs, you would not once more look back, or deſire 


again 
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: again to be entangled in the old ſins 3 no, you would 
dle 


ſs the Lamb day and night who had delivered: 
2 ſaved you from ſo great miſery and danger, 
e drunkards and. rioters, ye lovers of feaſting and: 
banqueting, come ye to the marriage-feaſt of the 
Lamb. Ines invites you to drink freely of the 
fountain of life, and to eat of the hidden 'mannaz 
Ye who are fond of muſic, come and hearken to our 
Saviour, for his voice is ſweet; all the muſic of the 
angels is nothing elſe but the echo of his love and 
forgiveneſs. Do you love a concert, come up and 
you ſhall ſ.e ten thouſand harping upon their harps: 
before the Lamb that was ſlain, and millions of 
trumpets blowing to the honour of his name. Do 
ye eſteem ſongs? O get but your lips touched with 
a coal from off the altar, and you ſhall join in the 
ſong of Moſes and the Lamb upon mount Sion. If 
that mouth which was once ſtruck by the. ſoldiers 
kiſs you and ſeal your pardon, the ſongs of the 


drunkards will no more be pleaſing, nor tne ſhouts 
of ſuch as make merry; you will fe. a joy which 


they underſt and not, and your lips ſhall utter a ſong 
which ſhall pleaſe your Beloved, and be the lan- 
guage of a heart that has overcome and obtained 
mercy in God our Saviour. You ſhall be Happy 
witneſſes that our Redeemer's ſervice is periect free. 


dom, and that his children are the only happy peo 


ple in the world. No ſectet miſgivings eneck their 
Joys, not fears of an unexpected ſummons to:anotlier 
world; no ſhuddering at the. approach of judgment, 
nor ſtings of a ' guilty con ctence, interrupt their 
bliſs, or hinder tneir real peace. No, they have 
our daviour with them, they furetaſte the pleaſures 


ol his right hand, and are happy, quite happy in his 


everlaſting arms, and in his wounds, like doves in 
the clefts of the rock. O that all here were thus 
3 | _ bleſſed, 
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bleſſed, and had the Lord for their God, and in him 
were thus bleſſed and ſaved. W 

I come now, in the laſt place, to ſpeak of fuch as 
receive the ſeed in good ground; and theſe are ſuch 
as hear the goſpel and receive it in an boneſt and 
good heart, in a heart ſincerely ueſirous to be ſaved 
and made right in our Saviour's fight, Theſe hear 
the promiſes, and with all diligence, tears, and 
prayers, expect and look for the fulfilling of them; 
and. who. cannot reſt till they have found redemption 
in the blood of Chrift, his zighteouſneſs and falva- 
tion, and have his holy Spirit apply his bruiſes to 
their pained hearts, to eaſe them with the full 

aſſurance of their part in the bock of life, and of 
their place be ing prepared in heaven. As ground 
tilled and opened receives in the feed, and it ſprings 
up and bears fruit, ſo ſuch people have their hearts 


truly awakened and opened, to receive the ſeed of 


eternal life, No waiting enemy fteals away the 


words of our Saviour; like Mary, they ponder tbem 


in their hearts, and keep them as the moſt precious 
treaſure, and ſhall bring that bleſſing down: upon 
them, © Becauſe thou haſt kept my word, I will 
keep thee in the day that ſhall try all them that 
well upon the earth, thou ſhalt not die, thou ſhalt 
nat: taſte of death.“ No unbrokenneſs and hardi- 
neſs; binders our Saviour to ſee of his travail in 
tham and be ſatisſied: No ſhame of the croſs, no 
; fear of men, nor cares of the world, nor deceitful- 
peſs of ' riches, nor pleaſures of this life hinder them 
to bring forth fruit to the glory of the good Huſe = 
bandman. They love our Saviour, with all their 
Heant, they are honeſt, and would not deceive theme 
ſelves; but till they had found our: Saviour, and 
mere ſraled by, him to everlaſting life, never would 
decay 3\apq:pow:he that ſmote them with E- 
3-40 | Oz. 
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of his mouth has healed them; now they have ob- 
tained the privilege or power to become ſons of God; 


they are ſaved, they have found the merits and 


righteouſneſs of our dear Saviour; they are aſſured 
of his favour, they are written in his book, and wait 
the time of their diſſolution with patience, or, as 
our Saviour ſays, © bring forth fruit with patience;” 
their fruit is all good works, but eſpecially praiſe 
and love to that Lamb, the good Sower, who firſt 
loved them and prepared them for himſelf. Theſe 
are they who have ears and hear the voice of their 
Beloved, the voice of the good Shepherd, the Son of 
man, and have eternal life through his name: 
« They have eyes and ſee his ſalvation, . they have 
honeſt and good hearts, and underſtand and are 
converted,” May our Lord God and Sayiour make 
you of this happy number. Amen, 
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